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The China Quarterly same object, share the same style and support a common administrative or political drift or pattern."3 In China, the discourse of population quality spans disparate policy areas such as reproduction and child rearing, school modernization, state retreat from welfare provisioning, and the promotion of economic competition. Like all discourses, "quality" places valuations on states of being. This is normalizing because such valuations cause people to regulate their conduct in ways that move them towards a positively valued state, for example being high rather than low quality.4
The following discussion considers how "quality" discourse encour ages parents, teachers and students to regulate their conduct and that of others in ways that facilitate the implementation of often contradictory modernizing policies. Here, it is important to be clear about the meaning of "quality." In common usage, "quality" equates with "goodness," for example, a "high quality education" is a "good education. 
